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Written by Emma Otheguy and illustrated by Ana Ramírez González, 
A Sled for Gabo is a classic picture book about a snowy day. On the day 
it snows, Gabo sees kids tugging sleds up the hill and then coasting down, 
whooping all the while. Gabo wishes he could join them, but his hat is too 
small, and he doesn’t have boots or a sled. Yet he does have warm and 
welcoming neighbors in his new town who help him solve the problem in the 
sweetest way possible! With the help of a loving community, Gabo discovers 
the joys of his first snowy day.

Before reading, it would be helpful to support students in exploring the 
following ideas in order to ensure comprehension. This allows them to capture 
the content and engage with the ideas and discussions more productively.

SNOW DAY: A snow day is a concept more commonly understood in the 
northern United States due to climate and weather patterns. For students who 
live in southern states, a snow day might be a new concept. This is especially 
true for students who have emigrated from warm, southern countries. Provide 
students with images and videos of snow and snow days so they can have a 
sense of what Gabo is experiencing in the story.

SLEDDING AND OTHER SNOW GAMES: For students who have not been 
in or near snow, sleds and other snow games might be a new concept. Invite 
them to imagine how to play with snow, clarify some of their misconceptions, 
and watch videos of other children playing in snow.

BACKGROUND/SUMMaRY

PReReadinG SuggEsTions



The discussion questions below invite young readers to explore Reading 
Literature skills based on the Common Core State Standards for kindergarten 
through first grade. These skills will enable students to critically and compre-
hensively demonstrate their understanding and discuss key ideas and details in 
the book. By answering the questions, students will be able to respond to key 
details in the text (RL K.1), retell familiar stories (RL K.2), identify characters, 
settings, and major events in a story (RL K.3), as well as identify a central 
message (RL 1.2) and describe characters, settings, and major events citing 
details from the book (RL 1.3).

1. When the story begins, Gabo notices he’s missing some important items in    
      order to enjoy the snowy day. What are those items? 

2. How does Gabo’s mother help him get ready? What does she put on him? 

3. What other language do you notice in the story? Do you speak other  
      languages, like Gabo and his family? Do you hear other languages spoken in    
      your community? 

4. Why won’t Gabo play with the other children? Why won’t he share his mango  
      or treats in his pockets? 

5. What do you imagine it’s like to play on a snowy hill? If you have played on  
      one before, describe your experience and how it made you feel. 

6. What are some of the words you would use to describe the snow day in the story? 

7. If you could ask Gabo a question, what would it be? Why would you like to know? 

8. When Sancho runs up to Gabo, things change. What happens? 

9. Gabo’s madrina gives him a special gift. What is it, and how does he use it later? 

10.  At the end of the story, we learn what Gabo’s mom was boiling in the   
       kitchen. What was it? Have you ever had dulce de leche? What are your  
       favorite treats on snowy days? 

11. What have you learned from the story? How did it make you feel?

DISCUSSION OF KEY IDEAS 
aND DETaILS



By understanding craft and structure, readers can identify elements of the text 
that help them with comprehension and basic analysis. The discussion topics and 
corresponding activities below will help students to discuss words they don’t know 
as well as words that suggest feelings and appeal to the senses (RL K-1.1).

Discussion and activity: 
Brand-New WordS

UnderSTanding crafT 
anD StRucturE

For this discussion, teachers can invite students to explore words in the text 
that they don’t know. This might be a good opportunity to discuss adjectives; 
consider this with first graders. One option for this vocabulary exercise is to 
have students, in pairs, revisit each page and create a list of words they do not 
know. Another is for teachers to read the pages aloud and have students
identify words they hear that they don’t know. Lastly, teachers can preselect 
words and have a list ready to go for students to work on.

The task below allows students to explore new words. In the first box on the 
top left, students practice writing the word down and writing letters. In the 
second box on the top right, they can draw an image of what they understand 
the word to mean. In the bottom section, students can use playdough or 
any other material, such as beads, beans, or rice, to re-create the word and 
practice writing letters in a tactile way. 

MATERIALS NEEDED: PAPER, CRAYONS, PLAYDOUGH, PENCIL

(SEE NEXT PAGE)



Discussion and activity: 
Brand-New WordS
MATERIALS NEEDED: PAPER, CRAYONS, PLAYDOUGH, PENCIL

WRITE THE WORD 
IN THIS BOX

DRAW A PICTURE 
OF THE WORD

CREATE THE WORD HERE



Discussion and activity:
ThE Senses
The author and illustrator work together to show us what a snowy day looks and 
feels like. There are many descriptions and drawings that can help us understand 
what Gabo was experiencing. The task below invites students to pick a page from 
the book depicting Gabo playing outside. Once they select the page they want 
to work on, they can use the sheet below to complete their work. In the inner 
box, they will re-create the drawing from the book. In the outer box, they will use 
words to describe what within the image helps them understand what the experi-
ence felt, sounded, and looked like.

MATERIALS NEEDED: A COPY OF THIS SHEET, CRAYONS, PENCIL

(SEE NEXT PAGE)



Discussion and activity: The SenSeS
MATERIALS NEEDED: A COPY OF THIS SHEET, CRAYONS, PENCIL

EXAMPLE:

YOUR TURN:

SMILES ON FACES

STANDING TALL CLUMPS OF SNOW

STEAM



Discussion and activity:
WellneSS anD clotHinG
In addition to Gabo’s thick coat, his mom dresses him in layers, adds plastic bags 
to his sneakers, and gets him a large hat. Why does she do this? Invite students 
to study appropriate clothing based on the weather as a form of self-care and 
wellness. Talk about how it’s important to dress appropriately in order to stay safe 
and healthy, and to take care of your body. Then consider the following sheet as an 
activity. Each corner of the page displays a picture of a type of weather pattern. 
Box 1 on the top left shows a sunny day. Box 2 on the top right shows a rainy day. 
Box 3 on the bottom left shows a snowy day, and box 4 on the bottom right shows 
a cool fall day. Invite students to draw what type of clothing the person should 
wear in order to keep the body safe and dressed appropriately for the weather.

MATERIALS NEEDED: CRAYONS OR COLORED PENCILS

(SEE NEXT PAGE)



Discussion and activity: 
WellneSS and clotHinG
MATERIALS NEEDED: CRAYONS OR COLORED PENCILS



GEOGRAPHY:
Where does it snow in the United States? Teachers can use this book to launch a study into 
biomes or weather patterns. They can include several lessons in which students learn about 
where it snows and why while exploring maps and types of biomes.

ARTS:
Snow consists of snowflakes. This is a great opportunity to invite students to learn more 
about snow by creating snowflakes using many different materials. They can use play-
dough, construction paper, Popsicle sticks, and more. They can paint the materials and add 
glitter, too. The teacher can then hang the snowflakes in the classroom and use them as 
decoration.

SCIENCE:
In the earlier pages of the book, Gabo leans against the window of his home. Why does it 
get foggy? Invite students into a study of heat on surfaces. Show them what Gabo did on 
any surface by breathing on it, and then use that to launch into a scientific study about 
heat on surfaces.

WORLD LANGUAGES:
The book features certain words in Spanish. Invite students to stop and focus on those 
words. Practice saying them aloud. Teachers can consider welcoming a guest speaker who 
speaks Spanish to say some of those words and more for students. The guests can either 
share a song in Spanish or practice saying common words with them. This book can be an 
opportunity for students to be introduced to Spanish in a personal and engaging way.

PAIRED READINGS:
Other books teachers can read to explore alongside A Sled for Gabo: 
The Snowy Day (Keats), Snow Day! (Ransom), In the Snow (Spurr), Winter Babies 
(Galbraith), Keep On! (Hopkinson)
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